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Researching the Cultural-geo-politics of Cross-border Tourism between

China and Taiwan: Random Thoughts on Fieldwork Methods

J.J. Zhang
PhD Research postgraduate, Department of Geography, Durham University, UK
Visiting Fellow, Center for Chinese Studies (CCS),

National Central Library, Taiwan

This research deals with the comparative geopolitics of cross-border tourism between China
and Taiwan in the era of peace and reconciliation. More specifically it draws upon the recent

opening of Taiwan to tourists from China and discusses the political happenings on both sides



at the macro and micro levels. Preliminary observation shows that in promoting the ‘tourism
for peace’ agenda, Chinese and Taiwanese tourism planners adopt a strategy of historical
amnesia. Inherent differences in identities/discourses/perceptions are subjugated and buried
in preference for a tabula rasa for tourism to take place as each takes for granted a
singular/universal history based on its own perspective. | argue that such an approach is
problematic as sites of ‘difficult heritage’ and sensitive history are increasingly becoming
attractions for tourists on both sides. A better understanding of everyday cultural-geo-politics
in cross-strait tourism is believed to be necessary for sustaining long term peace. Forays into
consumption practices and identity construction, both national and self, could prove to be
significant in the advent of unprecedented tourist exchanges between China and Taiwan.
Qualitative fieldwork methods employed to elicit the nuances involved in cross-strait tourism

exchanges would be discussed in this sharing session.
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